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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

In claim 3, line 2, "the diagnostic data" lacks antecedent basis. 

■ 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4 Claims 1-13,15-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Spaur et al 
(5732074). 

Regarding claim 1, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose a system for monitoring operational 
characteristics of a vehicle, the system (figs 1-4) comprising: 

a computer (122, 124, col. 10, lines 37+) in the vehicle (col. 10, lines 18+); and 
a wireless appliance (30, 80, 82, 84, fig. 2) in electrical contact with the computer (122, 
124, col. 10, lines 10+), the wireless appliance (30, 80, 82, 84, fig. 2) comprising a 
data-transmission component configured to transmit data associated with the operational 
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characteristics (col. 2, lines 53+; col. 3, lines 49+) over a network (68, 76, col. 7, lines 23+) to a 
host computer system (60, 68, 76, fig. 2), and to receive over the network (68, 76) data from the 
host computer system (60, 68, 76). 

Regarding claim 2, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 1, wherein the 
wireless appliance (30, 80, 82, 84, fig. 2) further comprises a data-collection component 
(controller 30) supporting communication software (col. 2, lines 66+; col. 2, lines 53+) that 
collects data associated with the operational characteristics (col. 3, lines 20 +; col. 3, lines 49+) . 

Regarding claim 3, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 2, wherein the 
communication software supported by the data-collection component comprises a schema 
component (IP address, col. 3, lines 3+; col. 4, lines 15-23; col. 11, lines 27-39, lines 58-67) that 
identifies the diagnostic data to be collected from the vehicle's computer (122, 124). 

Regarding claim 4, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 1, wherein the host 
computer system is configured to transmit the schema component in an incoming data packet 
(see CDPD; col. 2, lines 42+; col. 6, lines 1+; col. 7, lines 50+). 

Regarding claim 5, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 3, wherein the 
schema component comprises an address that describes a location of a diagnostic datum in the 
vehicle's computer memory. 

Regarding claim 6, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 3, wherein the 
schema component comprises a field that describes a time or frequency that the data-collection 
component collects data (updated data, col. 9, lines 31-36) from the vehicle's computer (122, 
124). 
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Regarding claim 7, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 3, wherein the 
schema component comprises a field that describes a time or frequency that the 
data-transmission component transmits an outgoing data packet (col. 9, lines 31-36; col. 12, lines 
18+). 

Regarding claim 8, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 3, wherein the 
schema component is an ASCII (see TCP/IP, abstract, etc) or binary data file (col. 3, lines 30+). 

Regarding claim 9, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 8, wherein the data 
file is configured to be processed by the communication software. 

Regarding claim 10, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 1, wherein the 
host computer system (60, 68, 76) comprises at least one web-hosting computer that hosts a web 
site, and at least one, separate gateway computer 76 that receives the outgoing data packet and 
sends the incoming data packet. 

Regarding claim 1 1, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 10, wherein the 
web site comprises a first web page that displays a vehicle diagnostic datum. 

Regarding claim 12, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 1 1, wherein the 
first web page (col. 1 1, lines 58 through col. 12, lines 1-67) comprises data fields describing: 

i) a name of the diagnostic datum (information related to engine operation, col. 12, lines 
65-67+); 

ii) units corresponding to the diagnostic datum (mileage, temperature, over heating, col. 
9, lines 10+); and 

r 

iii) a numerical value (col. 12, lines 26-30) corresponding to the diagnostic datum. 
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Regarding claim 13, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 12, wherein the 
first web page further comprises multiple sets of diagnostic data, with each set being received by 
the host computer system at a unique time and date (col. 9, lines 31-36; col. 12, lines 18+). 

Regarding claim 15, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 13, wherein the 
diagnostic data includes at least one of the following: diagnostic trouble codes, vehicle speed, 
fuel level, fuel pressure, miles per gallon, engine RPM, mileage, oil pressure, oil temperature, 
tire pressure, tire temperature, engine coolant temperature, intake-manifold pressure, 
engine-performance tuning parameters, alarm status, accelerometer status, cruise control status, 
fuel-injector performance, spark-plug timing, and a status of an anti-lock braking system (col. 9, 
lines 10+). 

Regarding claim 16, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 1 1, wherein the 
web site further comprises a database component (see conventional PC, col. 7, lines 25-30; that 
is a conventional PC has associated there with a data base, i.e. RAM, ROM memory). 

Regarding claim 17, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 16, wherein the 
web site further comprises a login web page where a user enters a user name and password (this 
limitation is inherent since Spaur disclose a conventional PC connected to the internet, col. 7, 
lines 27+; TCP/IP, col. 12, lines 43-59; E-mail, col. 14, lines 13-16, etc). 

Regarding claim 18, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 17, wherein the 
database component comprised by the login web page is configured to verify if the user is 
associated with multiple vehicles (col. 13, lines 19-23). 
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Regarding claim 19, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 18, wherein the 
user is associated with multiple vehicles (fleet of vehicles, col 14, line 1) and the web site 
. comprises a second web page that displays vehicle diagnostic data corresponding to each vehicle. 

Regarding claim 20, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 4, wherein the 
host computer is capable of hosting a web site on the Internet that displays the operational 
characteristics, wherein the web site comprises a third web page (many browsers, col. 7, lines 
34+) that comprises a mechanism for sending the incoming data packet over the network (figs. 
3&4) 

Regarding claim 21, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 20, wherein the 
web page comprises a list of parameters that can be extracted from the vehicle's computer. 

Regarding claim 22, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 10, wherein the 
gateway computer that receives the outgoing data packet and sends the incoming data packet is 
connected to the network (figs 1-4). 

Regarding claim 23, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 22, wherein the 
gateway computer is connected to a digital communication line that is connected to the network. 

Regarding claim 24, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 1, further 

comprising a secondary computer system (10a lOn, fig. 1) that connects to the host computer 

system through the Internet and is configured to display the web site. 

Regarding claim 25, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claiml, further 
comprising a hand-held device (PCMIA 148, fig. 2; col. 1 1, lines 16+) that connects to the host 
computer system through the Internet and is configured to display the web site. 
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Regarding claim 26, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 25, wherein the 
hand-held device is a cellular telephone 80 or a personal digital assistant (PCMIA). 

Regarding claim 27, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 1, wherein the 
host computer system is further configured to send an electronic mail message that comprises all 
or part of the vehicle diagnostic data. 

Regarding claim 28, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 1. wherein the 
wireless appliance (30, 80, 82, 84, fig. 2) is configured to send an outgoing data packet that 
indicates a location of a transmitting base station (col. 14, lines 2-16). 

Regarding claim 29, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 28, wherein the 
host computer system comprises software that analyzes the location of the transmitting base 
station to determine an approximate location of the vehicle (col. 14, lines 2-16). 

Regarding claim 30, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 29, wherein the 
web site comprises a web page that displays the approximate location of the vehicle (col. 14, 
lines 24+). . 

Regarding claim 31, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose a device (figs 1-4) for monitoring 
operational characteristics (col. 9, lines 5+; col. 10, lines 1-9) of a vehicle, the device (figs 1-4) 
comprising: 

a host computer system (60, fig. 2): 

a wireless appliance (30, 80, 82, 84, fig. 2) including a data transmission component 80 
configured to communicate data associated with the operational characteristics (col. 9, lines 5+; 
col. 10, lines 1-9) over a network to the host computer system 60 (cols. 5-7); and 
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a website hosted on the host computer system that can display (col. 13, lines 30-36) the 
operational characteristics. 

Regarding claim 32, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose a device (figs 1-4) for monitoring 
operational characteristics (col. 9, lines 5+; col. 10, lines 1-9) of a vehicle, the device 
comprising: 

a wireless appliance (30, 80, 82, 84, fig. 2) including a data-transmission component 80 
configured to receive data associated with the operational characteristics over a network from a 
host computer 60 (col. 14, lines 30-39) 

Regarding claim 33, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose a system (figs 1-4) for monitoring 
operational characteristics (col. 2, lines 53+; col. 9, lines 5+; col. 10, lines 1-9) of a vehicle, the 
system comprising: 

a host computer 60 (fig. 2) that supports a web site (col. 3, lines 13+) that can display the 
operational characteristics (col. 2, lines 53+; col. 9, lines 5+; col. 10, lines 1-9); and 

a wireless appliance (30, 80, 82, 84, fig. 2) including a data transmission component 80 
configured to communicate data associated with the operational characteristics (col. 2, lines 53+; 
col. 9, lines 5+; col. 10, lines 1-9) over a network 76 (fig. 2) to the host computer 60. 

Regarding claim 34, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 33, wherein the 
wireless appliance (30, 80, 82, 84, fig. 2) is in the vehicle (col. 7, lines 23+). 

Regarding claim 35, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 34, wherein the 
host computer 60 is external to the vehicle. 

Regarding claim 36, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose a system for monitoring operational 
characteristics (col. 2, lines 53+; col. 9, lines 5+; col. 10, lines 1-9) of a vehicle, the system 



Application/Control Number: 10/626,810 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3663 

comprising: 

a host computer 60; and 

a wireless appliance (30, 80, 82, 84, fig. 2) including a data transmission component 80 
configured to receive data associated with the operational characteristics (30, 80, 82, 84, fig. 2) 
over a network 76 (fig. 2) from the host computer 60 (col. 14, lines 30+). 

Regarding claim 37, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 36, wherein the 
wireless appliance is in the vehicle (col. 7, lines 23 +). 

Regarding claim 38, Spaur et al (5732074) disclose the system of claim 37, wherein the 
host computer 60 is external to the vehicle (see remote station, col. 7, lines 23+). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6 Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Spaur et al in 
view of Fera et al (6338152). 

Regarding claim 14, Spaur disclosed the system of claim 1 1 and suggested that the 
diagnostic data on the web page may be formatted, but did not particularly mention a graphical 
representation of a set of diagnostic data. However, Fera et al (6338152) disclose a system, 
wherein a first web page comprises a graphical representation of a set of diagnostic data received 
by a host computer system (MDSC, col. 13, lines 8-16) at a unique time and date (col. 13, lines 
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8-16, lines 43-42; col. 14, lines 1-9). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art of internet based vehicle diagnosis to modify the Spaur et al device as taught by 
Fera for the purpose of effectively managing diagnostic data. 

Conclusion 

1 The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following: 4258421 and 5754965 all disclose a vehicular diagnostic system. 

Communication 

8 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ronnie Mancho whose telephone number is 703-305-6318. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs: 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Black can be reached on 703-305-8233. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-7687 for regular 
communications and 703-305-7687 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1 1 13. 

Ronnie Mancho 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3661 



September 19, 2004 /I * 4 ,c 





